
____ gets my jokes

____ likes to volunteer with me

____ helps me choose clothes

____ saves a seat for me 

____ listens

____ likes the same music

____ enjoys the same activities

____ plays the same sports

____  hangs out with me

____ stands up for me

____ keeps promises

____ keeps secrets

____ likes me

____ cares about right and wrong

____ works hard in school

_____________________________

_____________________________

What Makes 
a Good 
Friend?
Choose from the list the 
fi ve qualities you think 
are most important in a 
friend.  Then rank the 
most important 
quality 1, the 
second most 
important 
2, and so on 
through your 
top 5.

Car Wash

____ gets my jokes

____ likes to volunteer with me

____ helps me choose clothes

____ saves a seat for me 

____ listens

____ likes the same music

____ enjoys the same activities

____ plays the same sports

____  hangs out with me

fi ve qualities you think 
are most important in a 
friend.  Then rank the 
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to Notre Dame for 
college and play 
basketball.”

“I like soccer 
better,” Victor 
said. “My dad and 
my cousins play every 

weekend. They’re 
teaching me a lot.”

Ben socked 
Victor in the arm. 
“Maybe there will 
be room at Notre 
Dame for both of 

us,” he said.

Ben and Victor went to the 
principal’s office. Mr. North 
waved them in. “Emma and 
Sophia have been helping 
Sister Clare with the little 
kids after school,” Mr. North 
said. “It’s a way to do school 
service. Sister also wants to 
train two boys to help. I chose 
you two if you are willing.”

“Yeah, that would be pretty 
fun,” said Ben.

Victor didn’t say anything.
“How about you, Victor?” 

asked Mr. North. “Are you 
willing to help?”

Ben waited for Victor to 
answer. Maybe he’s thinking it 
would be more fun if Ethan or 
Nick or even Sarah was doing 
it with him, Ben thought. 
But Victor nodded.

“I’m willing,” he said. 
“But I’m new and the little 
kids don’t know me.”

“This is a 
good way to 
meet them,” Mr. 
North said. “You 

will leave your 
classroom fifteen 

minutes early each 
afternoon and help Sister 
Clare. Emma and Sophia will 
show you what to do Friday 
afternoon. You begin next 
Monday.”

On Friday, Ben and Victor 
followed Emma and Sophia 
to the preschool room. It was 
full of color—a blue, red, and 
green rug on the floor, green 
and purple chairs. A big 
orange ball sat beside Sister 
Clare’s desk.

“Look, they have chairs 
for you,” Ben said to Victor, 
pointing to the tiny green 
and purple chairs. Victor 
smiled.

Sophia took the boys to 
the picture book corner. “We 
put the books back before we 
leave,” she said. “And we pick 
up the toys.”

“Ben and Victor, please stop 
at the principal’s office on 
your way out for recess,” said 
Miss O’Neill.

“Ben’s in trouble!” Sarah
teased from near the 
classroom door.

“Not me!” Ben 
said, laughing. 
“I’m probably 
getting the Best 
Kid Award for 
September.”

“Maybe 
Homeland Security 
is here for Victor,” said 
Sarah’s shadow, Amanda.

Victor glared at the girls, 
jammed his hands in his 
pockets, and looked out the 
window.

Ben stepped in front of 
Victor, rolled his eyes, and 
gave him a heads-up to 
follow. They walked between 
the girls and headed for the 
principal’s office.

“Just forget it,” said Ben. 
“I think they actually kind of 
like us, but that’s the wrong 
way to show it.”

“They like you,” said Victor. 
“Me they like to bully, 
because I’m new and I’m 
African. Actually, my grandpa 
was from England, so I’m part 
British.”  

“My grandpa was British, 
too,” said Ben. “But the rest 
of me is all Irish. I want to go 

A Great TeamTeam
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the bag of cars, and pulled 
out a purple car. The girl 
pushed it away and kept 
crying.

Victor knelt on the fl oor by 
her side. “What’s wrong?” he 
asked.

“Mi madre, mi madre,” the 
girl sobbed.

Victor patted her arm. 
“Pobrecita,” he said, using the 
one word of Spanish he could 
remember. “Your mother will 
be here soon.”

Victor pushed the purple 
car back and forth a few 
times, trying to catch the little 
girl’s attention. He patted her 
arm again. She wasn’t crying 
anymore, but  her eyes were 
still red. 

Just then, Ben and Sister Clare 
came back into the room. 
Ben saw Victor with the little 
girl, who smiled when she saw 
Sister Clare. “You are good at 
this,” Ben said.

“I have a little sister,” Victor 
said, “and two little brothers.”  

“Ben, why not show the 
children your cars,” Sister 
Clare said.

Ben poured out the cars 
on a big table. The children 

“We stand by the jackets 
and then help the kids get 
them on,” said Emma. “You 
can help today.”

On Monday afternoon, Ben 
and Victor arrived at Sister 
Clare’s preschool room.

“It will be nice for the 
children to have some big 
boys to play with,” Sister Clare 
said. 

Ben gave Sister Clare a big 
bag of plastic cars. “These 
were mine when I was little,” 
he said. “Mom cleaned them 
up. I hope you can use them.”

“Thank you, Ben. That is 
very generous of you,”  said 
Sister Clare . “Come and meet 
the children.”

Ben and Victor helped 
 some of the children put on 
their jackets and line up at 
the door. Sister Clare and 
Ben led them across the 
playground to the gate in the 
fence where  their parents 
waited.  Victor stayed behind 
with another teacher who 
was preparing after-school 
activities.  

As soon as Ben and Sister 
Clare left, a little girl started 
sniffl ing. Victor reached for 

Bayard supports Pope Francis’s call to care for our common home. Please share your copy of VENTURE with a friend or recycle it properly. Thank you.

THINKTHINK
1 Why are  Sarah and 
Amanda unkind to Victor 
and Ben?

2 How does Ben feel when 
he is chosen to help with 
the preschool class? How 
does Victor feel?

3 What makes Victor good 
with the little children? How 
is Ben good with them?

4 Why does Ben think he 
and Victor will make a good 
team? Do you think Ben and 
Victor will become friends?

gathered around, all except 
the little girl with Victor. 

“Who can fi nd a yellow 
car?” Ben asked.

“I can,” said a girl with the 
name Maddie on her shirt. 
She picked out a yellow car, 
ran it on the table, and sent it 
speeding toward Ben.

Victor walked with the little 
girl to the table. She had the 
purple car in one hand and 
held on to Victor’s hand with 
the other. Ben looked up.

“You know what, Victor?” 
he said.

“What?” asked Victor.
“We’re going to make a 

great team.”

Lesson 1  Venture •  3
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Narrator 1: Jesus and his 
disciples were journeying 
through Galilee . Jesus did not 
want anyone to know  about 
it. He spoke to his disciples, 
teaching them:  

Jesus: The Son of Man will be 
 handed over, and he will be 
killed. Three days after his death, 
he will rise again.

Narrator 2: The disciples did 
not understand what Jesus was 
saying, but they were afraid to 
question him.

Narrator 1: When they reached 
Capernaum, Jesus went into the 
house.

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time             Mark 9:30–37

SUNDAYSUNDAY GOSPELGOSPEL

Who Is Greatest?

 Jesus Teaches His Friends to Serve
Jesus knows his friends are 
arguing about who is greatest ,  
but  none of them will admit it. 
They are embarrassed. 

Jesus  then teaches them 
about what will happen to him 
in Jerusalem. He tells them he 
will suffer and die but rise again. 
Jesus’ friends do not understand 
what he is talking about.  

     Jesus teaches his friends that 
among them service is the only 
greatness.  Each person has 
something they can share or a 
part they can play (CCC, 1348). 
Acts of service can seem lowly, 
but in Jesus’ community , service 
and selflessness make people 
great. Loving acts of kindness 
and service build community.

Go to page 3 in What the 
Church Believes and Teaches
to review the  contents of your 
Catechism handbook.  Then 

turn to page 15 to learn why Catholics 
gather together at Mass. Finally, turn to 
page 11 to answer the question: What 
is the Church?  

PFLAUM PUBLISHING GROUP

3055 Kettering Blvd., Suite 100, 

Dayton, OH 45439

800-543-4383  |  www.pflaum.com

A division of Bayard, Inc.
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P
F

L
A

U
M

 G
O

S
P

E
L

 W
E

E
K

L
I E

S
 F

a
i t

h
 F

o
r m

a
t

i o
n

 P
r o

g
r a

m

1 Why don’t the disciples 
admit that they were 
arguing about who is 
greatest?

2 What makes people 
great in Jesus’ eyes?

3 How do you welcome 
people into your class? 
How did Victor make the 
 little girl feel  better? 

THINKTHINK

   Connecting GOSPEL
    and DOCTRINE
   Connecting   Connecting

Jesus: What were you arguing 
about on the way here?

Narrator 1: The disciples were 
silent . On the way, they had 
argued about which one of them 
was greatest. Jesus sat down and 
called the Twelve to him.

Jesus: Whoever wishes to be fi rst 
must be the last  of all and the 
servant of all.

Narrator 2: Then Jesus placed 
a child in their midst . He put his 
arms around the child.

Jesus: Whoever welcomes one 
child such as this in my name 
welcomes me. Whoever welcomes 
me welcomes the one who sent 
me.

1 Look at a 
newspaper or news 

website. Name a person 
you find whom Jesus 
would call great. 

2 List five ways you  will 
serve someone else. 
(Remember, even small acts 
can make a big difference.) 

4  •  Venture  Lesson 1
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Church is not just a 
building; it’s the people 

inside the building.  Church is 
a word about us . It is all of the 
people who believe in Jesus, 
his Father, and the Holy 
Spirit. The word church means 
“the assembly, the people 
who belong to the Christian 
community.”

Schools have assemblies. 
Students assemble for a 
play or concert or special 
program.  Sports fans 
assemble at games to cheer 
on their team. At an assembly, 
students can see all the others 
who belong to their school.

 As Catholics , we see 
ourselves as  the Church 
every Sunday when we gather 
together to worship. We see 
ourselves as the Church when 
families serve meals for those 

who are homeless and when 
children bring food for the 
parish pantry. 

F rom the beginning of his 
ministry, Jesus called men 

and women to follow him and 
become his disciples. After 
Jesus’  Death, his followers 
stayed together and prayed. 
Jesus appeared among them 
on the fi rst Easter evening. 
They numbered 120 when 
Jesus returned to his Father 
and sent the Holy Spirit upon 
them (Acts 1:15).

These 120 believers 
made up the fi rst Christian 
community. They were the 
whole Church. They joined 
together to pray, remember 
Jesus, and break bread as he 
taught them.

We Are the Church
Our Catholic

      FAI   HFAI   H 

ASSEMBLY God’s people 
gathered to off er praise and thanks 
to God and to act as a sign of  Jesus 
Christ’s presence in the world.

FAITH WORD
Catholic

Who led the assembly in 
song? Did anyone play a 
musical instrument?

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

Today, we are the Church. 
The Church is universal, as 
big as all the people who have 
joined it through faith and 
Baptism. The Church is also 
local, as small as families and 
parish communities. 

With what  Church community do you 
gather to worship on Sundays?

_____________________________________

Who sat with you last Sunday?

_____________________________________  

_____________________________________  

Besides your family, whom 
did you greet during the 
Sign of Peace at Mass?

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

Who brought the 
bread and wine to the 
altar? Have you ever 
brought up the gifts?

______________________

______________________
Lesson 1  Venture •  5
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Class Guidelines
Sunday’s Gospel tells us what 
it takes to be Jesus’ followers:
We must serve and welcome 
everyone. How will this 
happen in every Venture class? 

Setting guidelines  can help. 
Start by getting into  groups 
of three or four. Discuss until 
you all agree on two or three 
guidelines. Choose from these 
ideas or make up your own :

● Share your ideas 
respectfully . 

● Only one person speaks   
at a time . 

● No one interrupts . 
● No put downs or teasing . 
  

Share your group’s 
guidelines with the rest of the 
class.  Identify what you agree 
about, and then choose the 
guidelines your Venture group 
will follow. List them on a 

poster , and display it in the 
room where you assemble. 

My Venture Goals
Think about how your eyes, 
feet, hands, and heart can 
help you be a follower of 
Jesus. 

Fill in the cards on  page  7. 
Cut out the cards. Tape 
them together in the shape 
of a cross—the sign of 

Leader: We belong to a people 
who   believe in Jesus, a people 
called  the Church. We are 
people who forgive, who act 
fairly, who take time to pray, 
who treat others with dignity. 
We are a people who welcome 
the Word of God—the word we 
now come to hear. 

The Word of God
Reader 1: There are diff erent 
gifts but the same Spirit. 
There are diff erent ministries 
but the same Lord. There are 
diff erent works, but the same 
God accomplishes them all in 
everyone. Each person receives 
a share in the Spirit for the 
common good. 

Reader 2: Look at the body. It is 
one, yet it has many parts. Still, 
many though the parts are, they 

are only one body. It is the same 
with Christ. All of us, whether 
Jew or Greek, slave or free, were 
baptized in one Spirit into one 
body. 

Reader 3: You, then, are the 
 Body of Christ. Every one of you 
is a member of it.

— Based on 1 Corinthians 12:4–7, 
12–13, 27

Post your Venture crosses in the 
classroom.

Leader: We are a people with 
two eyes. 

Girls: The eye of faith sees that 
God is real and with us always.
(Point to left eye.)

Boys: The eye of hope sees that 
God will always care for us.
(Point to right eye.)

All: Guiding God, keep our 
eyes fixed on you.

Leader: We are people with two 
feet.

Girls: The foot of charity leads 
us to care for others’ needs. 
(Stretch out left foot.)

Boys: The foot of justice guides 
us to right any wrongs. 
(Stretch out right foot.) 

All: Guiding God, keep our 
feet on the path to you.

Leader: We are a people  with  
two hands.

Girls: We extend the hand of 
friendship to all we meet. 
(Stretch out left hand.)

Boys: We extend the hand of 
reconciliation to all people who 
need forgiveness.
(Stretch out right hand.)

All: Guiding God, keep our 
hands outstretched and in 
touch with you. 

Living theLiving the 
GOSPELGOSPEL 

Prayer   Body of Christ
Prayer Service

We Serve and Welcome 

6  •  Venture  Lesson 1
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_______________________
_______________________

_______________________

______________________

______________________

________________________________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

Write your name in the heart. Write a quality you have that 
makes you a good classmate.

Write a way you that want 
to be more like Jesus.

Write a question about God you 
hope gets answered this year.

Write a group guideline you 
will try hard to follow.

!

#
Leader: We are a people 
of one heart.

Girls: We promise to keep 
our hearts fixed on God’s 
good news.
(Place hand over heart.)

Boys: We promise to keep 
our hearts open to the 
good news in others.
(Place hand over heart.)

All: Guiding God, you 
have written our names 
large upon your heart. 
We will keep your name 
always on the tip of our 
tongues. Amen.

Conclude by singing  
“Yes, Lord, I Believe/Si 
Señor, Yo Creo” (Venture/
Visions Music CD,   
CD-2, #14).

Jesus’ followers. 
Place the eyes on 
top; heart in center; 
hands to either 
side of the heart; 
feet under heart. 
Or paste them on 
construction paper 
in a cross shape. You 
will use your cross 
as part of the Body 
of Christ prayer 
service.

!

#
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Pray
Lord, help me to see 
you when I see people 
in need.  Amen.

Think
How can  I serve others 
and help them with 
the difficulties they are 
experiencing?

Act
Plan a family service 
project. Contact a food 
 pantry, a homeless 
shelter, hospital, or soup 
kitchen and set up a 
time for your family to 
volunteer.

With My Family 
and Friends

   Scan here for 
parent resources 

or go to gospelweeklies.com/family

➥

 There is nothing 
so great as the 
Eucharist. If God 
had something more 
precious,  he would 
have given it to us.

–Saint John Vianney

Lo
rd

Je
su

s, y

ou are truly present. Am
en!
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Annunciation. The feast of his birth is 
nine months later, on December 25.

Since ancient times Mary has held 
the title “Mother of God” because 
she became the mother of Jesus, the 
Son of God from all eternity. Mary is 
also honored as the “Mother of the 
Church” and “the Mother of us all.” Not 
only was she born without sin, but she 
also remained free of all personal sin 
throughout her life. 

12. What Was the Mission of Jesus?
Jesus came to earth to carry out a 
mission from God, and that was to 
proclaim the rule or Reign of God. All 
of Jesus’ words and deeds—his entire 
life—revealed God’s love. In addition, 
Jesus agreed to die on the Cross in 
order to save the whole world from sin. 

All people are given the chance for 
eternal salvation because Jesus died 
for the good of every person. Scripture 
says that God so loved the world that 
he sent his Son, and his Son is Jesus 
Christ. 

On the third day after Jesus died, 
he rose from the dead. Many of his 
disciples saw the Risen Christ and 
swore to this fact for the rest of their 
lives. Later, Jesus ascended into 
Heaven, and from Heaven he will come 
again to judge the living and the dead. 

13. What Is the Church?
The word church means “gathering.” 
The Church is an assembly of those 
whom Jesus calls together to form the 
People of God. As Head of the Church, 
Christ pours out on its members the 
Holy Spirit, the Third Person of the 
Trinity. The Spirit builds, enlivens, and 
sanctifies (makes holy) the Church. In 
this way the Church, nourished with 
the Body of Christ, becomes the Body 
of Christ. 

In the one Body are many different 
members and functions. Look around 
at Mass some Sunday. You will see 
people of all ages and races. Some 
are old; some are young. There are 
office workers, truck drivers, doctors, 
executives, students. Yet they all say 
the same responses, hear the same 
readings and homily, offer one another 
the same sign of peace, and receive 
the Body and Blood of the same Jesus 
Christ. They are united even though 
they are very different. 

And this unity exists around the 
world, no matter what language 
Catholics use at Mass. Unity among 
Catholics comes from Christ. He is 
the Head of the Church. The Church 
lives through him, with him, and in him. 
Because of Christ’s great love for his 
people, the Church is often called the 
Bride of Christ.

Believe
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When Jesus began his life of teaching 
and healing, his disciples were like 
family to him. Some supported Jesus 
by traveling everywhere with him as 
he preached the Good News. Others 
supported him by giving him money and 
offering him hospitality in 
their homes. His disciples 
were old, young, male, and 
female. All had a chance to 
share in his works, joys, and 
sufferings. But the deepest 
form of sharing with Jesus 
came when he instituted 
the Eucharist. As Jesus said, 
“Those who eat my flesh and 
drink my blood abide in me, 
and I in them” (John 6:56). 

The chance to enjoy oneness with 
Christ did not stop after he ascended 
into Heaven. Every time we gather 
together for the Eucharist, Christ is 
again in our midst. The Eucharist is 
one way in which Christ has kept his 
promise always to be with his people. 

Jesus also has kept his promise by 
sending the Holy Spirit to live in and 
among us. Just as certain traits run 
in a particular family, so do certain 
spiritual gifts run in Christ’s family, 
the Church. An important gift is unity. 

Through this gift, people from many 
different nations come together and 
enjoy a unity similar to that of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Every Mass is like a big, happy family 
reunion. Brothers and sisters in Christ 

come together in a spirit of 
thanksgiving for all that the 
head of the family, God the 
Father, has done for them. 
They retell old family stories 
in the form of readings from 
the Bible. They listen to a 
talk given by the leader of 
the gathering, the priest. 
They learn of one another’s 

needs and pray for one another during 
the prayers of petition. They wish one 
another well during the Sign of Peace, 
and sing songs to express and deepen 
their family unity. They share Christ’s 
Body and Blood, and they sing one final 
song together before parting ways.

It is important for you to join in 
with all your heart when you attend 
Mass. Say all the responses. Sing all 
the songs. Listen well to the readings, 
the homily, and the Eucharistic Prayer. 
Really mean it when you offer your 
neighbor the Sign of Peace. Participate 
fully in every way.

Praise and 
Celebrate

Every time Every time Every time 
we gather we gather we gather 
for Mass, for Mass, for Mass, 

Christ is in Christ is in Christ is in 
our midst.our midst.our midst.
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Saints of the Americas

September  26, 2021
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Saint Oscar Romero was born 
on August 15, 1917, in 
El Salvador. His family home 
did not have electricity or 
running water, but his family 
had more than others they 
knew. His parents could 
not afford to send him to 
school, so Oscar learned to 
be a carpenter. He was a hard 
worker.

When he was  fourteen, 
Oscar went to seminary, a 
school where he learned 
to become a priest. His 
mother got very sick. His 
family needed money to 
buy medicine, so Oscar left 
seminary for three months 
to work in a gold mine. He 
returned to seminary and 

became a priest when he was 
 twenty-� ve.

Father Oscar visited prisons, 
taught religion classes, and 
helped feed people who were 
poor. He had friends who were 
rich and powerful. Rich people 
in El Salvador did not take care 
of the people who were poor. 

When he became bishop, 
Oscar invited the president of 
El Salvador . Oscar thought it 
was important to work with the 
government. But people were 
angry. They said  that Oscar 
supported this government that 
did not help the poor. 

In 1977, Oscar became the 
Archbishop of San Salvador, 
the capital  city of El Salvador. 
During this time, there was lots 
of violence in San Salvador. 
Thousands of people were 
kidnapped and killed. A 

month after he became 
bishop, Oscar’s friend, 
Father Rutilio Grande, 
was shot and killed. 
Oscar spoke against this 

violence and called people 

to protest  this treatment of the 
poor.

Oscar broadcast his homilies 
over the radio. He gave 
people hope.  The church 
was crowded wherever he 
celebrated Mass.  Oscar spoke 
out bravely, even when he 
knew he was in danger.  

The day before Oscar was 
killed, he said: “In the name of 
God, and in the name of this 
suffering people whose cries 
rise to  Heaven more loudly 
each day, I beg you, I implore 
you, I order you, in the name of 
God, stop the repression!” On 
March 24, 1980, gunmen came 
to the church where Oscar was 
celebrating Mass. They shot 
and killed him.

 Oscar Romero became a saint of 
the Church on October 14, 2018. 
His feast day is March 24. 

Saint Oscar Romero

During this time, there was lots 
of violence in San Salvador. 
Thousands of people were 
kidnapped and killed. A 

violence and called people 
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Maria Anna 
Barbara 
Koob came 
to the United 
States with 
her parents 

and four siblings in 1839, 
when she was only one year 
old. They settled with other 
German-speaking families in 
Utica, New York, and changed 
their   last name to Cope.

Five more Cope children 
were born in Utica. Barbara 
and her siblings all went to 
Saint Joseph’s Catholic school. 
 When Barbara graduated 
from eighth grade, her father 
was very sick. She had to get 
a factory job to help support 
her parents and her younger 
brothers and sisters.

Barbara always wanted 
to be a Franciscan sister.
When she was  twenty-
four, her father died. 
The other children were 
old enough to help their 
mother, so Barbara quit 
her job and joined the 
Sisters of Saint Francis in 
Syracuse, New York. She 
received a new name, 
Sister Marianne. She 
became a teacher and 
a principal, just like the 
sisters who had taught 
her.

Sister Marianne was 
very good at organizing. 

When the sisters decided to 
start a hospital in Syracuse, 
they named her the director. 
Sister Marianne made sure the 
hospital was open to people 
of all religions and races. 
She taught modern  cleaning 
 practices  to her staff. 

One day, a letter arrived from 
the King and Queen of Hawaii , 
asking for sisters to come and 
nurse people with leprosy.
Leprosy, or Hansen’s disease, 
is a skin disease that is very 
 contagious. It can break down 
the nerves and bones in the 
body and make a person very 
dis� gured.

Sister Marianne was now 
Mother Marianne, the leader 
of the Franciscan sisters. She 
gathered them together. “I 

would like to go. I am not 
afraid of any disease,” she told 
them. Mother Marianne chose 
 six of the thirty-� ve sisters who 
volunteered to join her. “I 
promise that none of you will 
become lepers,” she said.

When the sisters arrived in 
Honolulu in 1883, they took 
charge of the hospital for 
people who  had leprosy. They 
cleaned people’s sores and 
applied healing ointments. 
Father Damien, who lived on 
the island of Molokai with 
people who had the worst kind 
of leprosy, came by boat to 
greet Mother Marianne.

Five years later, Father 
Damien had leprosy himself.
Mother Marianne and two 
other  sisters went to live on 

Molokai. They 
opened a house for 
women and girls. 
They cared for Father 
Damien until he 
died.

Mother Marianne 
always planned to 
come back to New 
York, but she never 
did. She stayed on 
Molokai for  thirty 
years and died there. 
She never got leprosy.

Bayard supports Pope Francis’s call to care for our common home. Please share your copy of VENTURE with a friend or recycle it properly. Thank you.

Saint Marianne’s 
feast day is 
January 23.

Saint Marianne Cope
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Kateri 
Tekakwitha 
was born 
in 1656 in 
New York,  

near the town of Auriesville.
Her mother was a Christian 
Algonquin and her father was 
a  Mohawk chief.  Both of her 
parents and a younger brother 
died  of smallpox  when Kateri 
was only four years old. Kateri 
went to live with her uncle.

The smallpox virus made 
Kateri’s eyes weak. Her family 
called her Tekakwitha,  which 
means “She-Who-Moves-
Slowly. ”  Kateri worked hard 
at growing crops, cooking, 
making clothes, and beadwork.

When Kateri was  ten, French 
Jesuit missionaries came to her 
village. Not many Mohawks 
became Christians because 
they considered the French 
their enemies.

When Kateri was  eighteen, 
Father de Lamberville came 
to live in the village. Now 
Kateri had someone she could 
talk to about becoming a 
Christian.  

Even though it angered 
her family, Kateri became a 
catechumen (cat-a-CUE-men), 
someone who wishes to  be 
baptized. Father de Lamberville 
taught her during the winter of 
1675–76. He wrote that she was 
a “natural Christian.” Kateri was 
baptized when she was  twenty 
and received her baptismal 
name, Kateri, which is Mohawk 
for Catherine.

Some people in the village 
made fun of Kateri for praying 
Christian prayers and for not 
working on Sundays. They 
treated her like a traitor. Father 
de Lamberville suggested she 
move to a Christian village 
and wrote a letter to the Saint 
Francis Xavier Mission near 
Montreal.

Kateri waited until her uncle 
was away. She and two people 
Father de Lamberville knew 
walked 200 miles through 
swamps and woods to the 
mission. Finally, Kateri could 
pray and practice her faith.

People at the mission loved 
Kateri for her kindness and her 
holiness. She died after only 
four years there. She was only 
 twenty-four years old. Word of 
her holiness spread among the 
native peoples and inspired 
many of them to become 
Christians.

1 How did Saint Oscar 
show love for his people?

2 What event caused Saint 
Oscar to speak out?

3 Who  did Saint Marianne 
serve in Jesus’ name?

4 How  did Saint Kateri 
learn about Jesus?

5 How  did each of these 
saints follow Jesus’ example 
and teaching?

THINKTHINK

Saint Kateri Tekakwitha

Saint Kateri’s feast day is 
July 14. She is also known as 
“Lily of the Mohawks” and is 
often pictured with lillies.
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John: Jesus, we saw a man 
 driving out evil spirits in your 
name. We tried to stop him 
because he is not one of us.

Jesus 1: Do not try to stop him. 
Anyone who does a mighty 
deed in my name cannot hurt 
my name. Anyone who is not 
against us is with us. Anyone 
who gives you a drink because 
you follow me will surely be 
rewarded. 

Jesus 2: But if anyone leads 
a follower of mine  to sin, that 
person will be punished.  It 
would be better for them if they 
drowned in the sea. 

Jesus 3: If your hand  causes you 
to sin, get rid of it! If your foot 

leads you off  the path to me, 
get rid of it! If your eye tempts 
you to look away from me, get 
rid of it!

Jesus 1: Better you should lose 
a hand than to lose touch with 
me!

Jesus 2: Better you should lose 
a foot than to lose the way to 
me!

Jesus 3: Better you should lose 
an eye than to lose sight of me 
and eternal life with me!

 Jesus Says , “Those Not 
Against Us Are With Us ”

 God’s Kingdom Includes Everyone
 You learned last week that the 
Church is all of God’s people 
throughout the entire world 
(CCC, 752) . Jesus came to 
spread the Good News of God’s 
great love for us all. God’s love 
is not reserved for only a few 
people. It is for everyone. 

Jesus tells us not to put 
down others in order to raise 
ourselves up. Jesus says it is 
better to cut off  one’s own hand 
or foot  than to reject others’ 
gifts.  Jesus is exaggerating to 
make a point: All of us have a 
place in the Kingdom of God.  

   Connecting GOSPEL
    and DOCTRINE
   Connecting   Connecting

1  What is your role in 
the Kingdom of God ? 

That is, how do you use your 
gifts to help God’s people?   

2  How can you encourage 
other people to use their gifts?  

LECTIONARY The official 
book of readings used at Mass 
during the Liturgy of the Word.

FAITH WORD
Catholic

 The Mass has two main parts: the Liturgy of the 
Word and the Liturgy of the Eucharist. Go to 
page 47 in What the Church Believes and Teaches
to learn the order of the Liturgy of the Word. 
Have you read at Mass or o� ered the Prayer of 

the Faithful? These are great ways to  serve at your parish. 

PFLAUM PUBLISHING GROUP

3055 Kettering Blvd., Suite 100, 

Dayton, OH 45439

800-543-4383  |  www.pflaum.com

A division of Bayard, Inc.

WHAT THE CHURCH BELIEVES AND TEACHES HANDBOOK
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1 Why do Jesus’ disciples 
want to silence the man 
who is casting out evil 
spirits?

2 What lesson does Jesus 
teach about including 
others?  

3 How do the  three saints 
in this week’s story show 
they are with Jesus? 

 4 How do you show that 
you are a follower of Jesus?

THINKTHINK

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time     Mark 9:38–43, 45, 47–48

SUNDAYSUNDAY GOSPELGOSPEL

 In this world I cannot see the Most High 
Son of God with my own eyes, except 
for his Most Holy Body and Blood. 

–Saint Francis of Assisi

Lo
rd

Jes
us,

you are truly present. Amen!
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Gospel, and it shows that 
Jesus reveals the same God 
in which the People of Israel 
also believe.   

The First Reading sets the 
theme for  that Sunday. This 
Sunday, the story of Eldad 
and Medad (Numbers 11:25–
29) reminds us that God 
gives  his  Spirit to whomever 
he chooses. This theme will 
be repeated in Jesus’ Gospel 
teaching.

W e used to call the 
Second Reading an 

epistle—a Greek word that 
means “a letter.” When we 
read from the epistles of the 
New Testament,  it’s like we 
are reading someone else’s 
mail. 

In this Sunday’s Second 
Reading, the Apostle James 
is writing to a community 
that has forgotten to act 
with justice toward others 
(James 5:1–6). These letters 
are the oldest part of the 
New Testament. They were 
written fewer than  twenty 
years after Jesus’ Death and 
Resurrection.

A t Mass, Catholics hear 
readings from the Bible. 

The Liturgy of the Word is 
the � rst part of every Mass. 
The Word is another name 
for the writings in the Bible. 
The Bible is the Word of God.

The Bible contains stories 
about God’s love for the 
 People of Israel. Christians 
call this the Old Testament. 
The Bible also contains the 
four Gospels in which we hear 
Jesus’ teachings. Christians 
call this the New Testament. 
The New Testament includes 
letters and writing by Jesus’ 
Apostles. The word bible
means “book.” The  Bible is a 
gathering of separate books 
into one big book.

All of readings we hear at 
Mass come from the Bible. 
But the priest, deacon, and 
readers don’t read from a 
Bible. They read from the 
Lectionary, a book that 
contains only the readings for 
Mass. 

The First Reading at Mass 
usually comes from the Old 
Testament. It gets us ready 
to hear the message of the 

 We Read  from the 
Bible  at Mass

J esus’ followers continued 
to read and pray from 

the Old Testament after he 
returned to his Father. But 
they also told stories about 
Jesus. When these stories were 
written down, they became 
the Gospels of the New 
Testament. There are four 
Gospel writers—Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John. 

This school year, we will 
read from Mark’s Gospel from 
September to November, 
then we will read from Luke’s 
Gospel. In this Sunday’s 
Gospel, Jesus teaches his 
followers to include others, 
the same lesson the Israelites 
learned in the First Reading.

What sentence in Numbers 
11:25–29 best helps you 
understand the Gospel  
Reading? 

____________________________

____________________________

What theme or sentence 
in Psalm 19 helps you 
understand the Gospel  
Reading?

____________________________

____________________________

One more Bible reading at each Eucharist is 
the Responsorial Psalm. The Book of Psalms 
is in the Old Testament. Psalms (pronounced 
salms) are poems and prayers, many of which 
have been credited to King David. The word 
psalm comes from  a Greek word for “song.” 
This Sunday, we sing Psalm 19.

Our Catholic
      FAI   HFAI   H 
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We Can Make       People Welcome
Living theLiving the 
GOSPELGOSPEL 

 Jesus challenges his disciples 
to include others. How do 
we include people who are 
different from us or are 
outside our family or friend 
group?   Work in small groups. 
 Choose one scenario, read 

it aloud, and answer the 
following:
● How do the children in the  
story feel?
● How will they resolve the 
situation?

     Then list at least three ways 
the stories can go. Rehearse 
acting out the three ways for 
the rest of your class. The 
whole class will vote  to decide 
which ending is most like 
Jesus’ Gospel teaching about 
welcoming.

        The Marathon Situation
Erin’s school has a marathon  fundraiser every fall. This year, 
Erin’s family is going together on their inline skates. Maria, a girl 
in Erin’s class, asks if she can borrow Erin’s bike, since she won’t 
be using it. Maria has a 
reputation of not taking 
very good care of other 
people’s things. However, 
Maria has worked much 
harder than anyone in 
the class at raising money 
for the  fundraiser. Erin 
talks with her mother 
about what to do.

11 ________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

The Tagalong 
Dante,  Tomas, and  Matt are heading 
to the park for the afternoon. Just 
before they step out the front door, 
Dante’s mom asks if they will take 
Dante’s little brother, George, along. 
Dante  sighs, but  he reluctantly says, 
“Fine, whatever.”  Tomas groans as 
George struggles with his jacket.  Matt 
remembers when his  mom asked 
his older brother to do the same 
thing for him. All three of them wait 
outside while George gets ready.

22 _______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________
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We Can Make       People Welcome
        A Visit from Aunt Rose

Dana’s phone rings. It’s her 
best friend , Becca. Becca’s 
parents just told her that 
her Great-Aunt Rose is 
going to stay with them 
during her chemotherapy, 
and she will be staying in 
Becca’s room. Becca has 
to sleep on the couch for a 
couple of weeks. Becca isn’t 
thrilled about an aunt she 
barely knows staying in her 
room, and   she doesn’t know 
what to do. What can Dana 
tell her?

        The  New Kid
The fifth-grade boys agree on one thing—gym  class 
is better than any other time of day. They are lined 
up in the hall waiting for the previous class to leave, 
when Mr. Simon  waves 
 Charley over to him.  

“ A new boy in our class 
 is starting today,” he says. 
“Will you please come to the 
of� ce with me and take him 
to gym  class?  He may need 
some help from you and the 
other boys.” Charley follows 
Mr. Simon to the principal’s 
of� ce. The principal 
introduces Charley to Jayden, 
a boy in a wheelchair. Will 
I ever have a fun gym period 
again? Charlie wonders.

33

44

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________  

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________  
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Pray
Lord, help me to recognize those 
who teach me to know you better. 
Help me treat them with love and 
kindness every day.  Amen.

Think
How does your parish priest bring 
Jesus to you? How can you bring 
Jesus to others?

Act
Write a thank-you note to your 
priest, deacon, catechist, or teacher. 
Name specific ways he or she 
brings you closer to Jesus. 

GODGOD 
TalkTalk 

Candles at the altar or 
near statues symbolize God’s presence 
to us and our presence to God.

The Easter candle symbolizes 
Jesus risen from the dead. A parish 
keeps this candle  lit during the 
weeks after Easter and then places it 
near the baptismal font.

We celebrate God and Jesus whenever 
and wherever we pray in Jesus’ name. It 
doesn’t have to be in a church. Families 
pray in their homes. In fact, in the � rst 
centuries, Christians met and broke 
bread as Jesus asked in their homes.

After Christianity became a legal 
religion in the  fourth century, the 
emperor helped build public spaces 
for worship. It made Christian faith 
visible among other buildings  that were 
dedicated to Roman gods. Our churches 
express our faith in God.

Jesus, his mother, and his 
earliest followers were faithful 
Jews. The � rst Christian 
community formed in 
Jerusalem after Jesus’ Death and 
Resurrection. These Christians kept on 
worship ping in the Temple with other Jews as 
well as breaking bread together at home. You 
can read about these � rst Christians in  the  Acts 
of the Apostles 2:43–47.

Peter, Paul, and the other Apostles traveled 
 all over the Roman Empire spreading the Good 
News of Jesus’ Resurrection . Many people who 
weren’t Jews heard the Apostles preach and 
became Christians. 

People began to ask, “Do these Gentiles  
(non-Jews) have to become Jews before they can 
become Christians?” The Apostles and elders 
gathered and decided no in Acts 15.

In a.d. 70, the Romans destroyed the Temple 
in Jerusalem. After that, Christian Jews and 
other Jewish groups began to split apart. Many 
rabbis moved to the city of Jamnia and began 
to collect the  stories told by Jewish teachers. 
The Judaism of today grew from these rabbis. 
Christianity grew from Jesus and his followers.

Why do we celebrate God 
and Jesus in a church?QQ

Why do we 
use candles?QQ

Got Questions? 
There’s a lot we may not know about the Bible and the Catholic Church. That’s why 
it’s important to ask questions. Venture students sent in the following questions.
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express our faith in God.

QQ Since Jesus was Jewish, and we 
are his followers, why are we 
Catholic and not Jewish?

With My Family 

and Friends
   Scan here for 

parent resources 
or go to gospelweeklies.com/family

➥
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47

The Mass
The Sunday celebration of the 
Eucharist, traditionally known as the 
holy sacrifice of the Mass, is at the 
heart of the Church’s life. 

Introductory Rites 
• Entrance Chant–All stand and sing 

as the priest and ministers enter the 
church.

• Sign of the Cross and Greeting–The 
priest greets the people and they 
respond.

• Rite of Blessing and Sprinkling of 
Holy Water–Used on some Sundays, 
this rite reminds people of their 
Baptism.

• Penitential Act–On other Sundays, 
the people confess their sinfulness 
and the priest reminds them of 
God’s forgiveness.

• Gloria–All praise God with this 
hymn.

• Collect–The priest invites people to 
offer prayers for their needs. 

Liturgy of the Word 
• First Reading–A reader, or lector, 

proclaims an Old Testament 
passage. It shows how Jesus fulfills 
the promise of the Old Testament. 

• Responsorial Psalm–The people 
respond to the First Reading with a 
psalm. It is best for the Responsorial 
Psalm to be sung.

• Second Reading–A lector, or reader, 
proclaims a passage from the New 
Testament.

• Alleluia, Gospel Acclamation–All 
stand and sing praise to Jesus.

• Gospel Reading–The people stand 
and listen to a story about Jesus.

• Homily–The priest explains the day’s 
readings. He shows how God is alive 
and active in the world today. 

• Profession of Faith–All stand and 
profess their faith by proclaiming 
the Nicene Creed or the Apostles’ 
Creed.

• Prayer of the Faithful–The people 
pray for their needs and the needs of 
the Church, community, and world.

Treasures of the 
Catholic Faith

Treasures of the 
Catholic Faith
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October  3, 2021
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time

P F L A U M  G O S P E L  W E E K L I E S  F a i t h  F o r m a t i o n  P r o g r a m

We Are All Part of God’s Family

Game Rules: Play with a partner. Take 
turns connecting one dot to another 
dot. Your goal is to complete a square 
around a face. Write your initial in each 
square you complete.

    When you and your partner have 
claimed all the faces, take turns telling 
a story about how the people in your 
squares can be a family.
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Matt sighed. It wasn’t his 
grandma’s fault. She was nice, 
but Matt hardly knew her. 
Until two weeks ago, Grandma 
had lived all the way across the 
country. She was just a voice 
on the phone and someone 
who sent money for your 
birthday. Then she got sick. 
Dad simply said, “Grandma 
will come and live with us.”

“Where will she stay?” asked 
Matt’s brother, Adam.

“Until we can afford to 
finish the basement, you two 
guys will have to share a room. 
Your grandma will have one of 
yours,” Dad answered.

“Matt should move into 
my room,” Adam said. “It’s 
bigger.”

Matt thought, Wait a minute! 
I don’t want to share with Adam. 
I love my room—my own room. 

On the outside, though, he 
only smiled and nodded.

Things went fast after that. 
Grandma arrived on a plane 
with a nurse and came to the 
house in an ambulance. She 
was little and old and kept 
saying how grateful she was.

“Stop that, Mom,” Dad said. 
“We’re family. We love you. 
You belong here.”

Matt believed what Dad 
said about Grandma being 
family and their loving her. 
But he wasn’t so sure about 
her actually living with them, 
especially in his room.

Matt had emptied his room 
of most of his stuff and moved 
it into half of Adam’s room. It 
was crowded. Matt felt a little 
angry about the situation. 
Feeling angry made him feel 

guilty. And feeling guilty 
made him sad. 

One Saturday, after Grandma 
had been with them a few 
weeks, Matt went into the 
backyard and sat down on 
the swing. He looked up at 
the window of his old room. 
The shade was pulled against 
the late morning sun because 
Grandma was taking a nap—
in his bedroom. 

Adam stuck his head out 
the back door. “Matt!” he 
hollered. “Lunch!”

Matt went inside, sat down 
at the table, and joined in 
saying grace. The kitchen 
smelled good, just like always. 
But Mom looked tired, and 
Dad had circles under his eyes. 
The only person who looked 
at all normal was Adam, who 
slurped his soup loudly.

Stranger  
                    in the 
 House
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Matt opened the door and 
walked slowly into his old 
room. Grandma was awake. 
She turned toward him. 
“Matthew,” she said in a weak 
voice, “that smells good.”

Matt smiled. He smiled 
while he plumped up 
Grandma’s pillow. He smiled 
till he got her settled with her 
tray. He smiled until his face 
hurt.

“Who won the football 
game?” Grandma asked 
suddenly, making Matt jump.

“Wh-wh-what do you 
mean?” Matt stuttered.

“I am old and I am sick, 
Matthew,” Grandma replied, 
“but I like football. So what I 
mean is who won the game?”

Matt grinned. “We did , 
by  three touchdowns. Pretty 
good game.”

“I bet it was,” Grandma 
said. “Did the quarterback 
make some good plays?”

Matt sat down on the edge 
of the bed. “Yep,” he said, 
“but the defense was good 
too. Four sacks.”

Grandma smiled and began, 
very slowly, to raise her spoon 
to her mouth. Her hand 
shook slightly.

“Want  some help?” Matt 
asked.

“Not now,” Grandma said. 
“Maybe someday I’ll need 
your help, but not just yet.”

Matt sat quietly.
“I hear this used to be your 

room,” Grandma said. “Thank 
you for lending it to me.”

“Excuse me,” he said 
with a slurp. “It just tastes so 
deeeelishious.”

“Good,” Mom  said, 
laughing, “but no slurping, 
please.”

Dad smiled. “You guys 
are terrifi c,” he said. “You’ve 
accepted  Grandma and 
helped out  without a word of 
complaint.”

Matt ducked his head. He 
felt his face fl ush. He hadn’t 
helped out much. He hardly 
went near the room that was 
now Grandma’s.

“It’s kind of nice to have a 
grandma around,” Adam said.

Mom smiled. “I’m glad 
you and Matt will get to know 
Grandma.”

How can I get to know a sick 
old lady? Matt wondered.

On Sunday evening, while Dad 
and Adam were building a fi re 
in the living room fireplace,
Mom called Matt into the 
kitchen. “Would you please 
take this dinner tray up to 
Grandma? Raise up the head 
of the bed, and put the tray on 
the little rolling table that fi ts 
right over  her  bed. Oh, and 
make sure she has her napkin.”

“Me?” Matt protested. “I 
don’t thin k . . .”

“Sure you can,” Mom said. 
She handed Matt the dinner 
tray and gave him a gentle 
nudge. “Go get acquainted.”

Matt trudged up the stairs. 
What if he dropped the tray? 
What if he couldn’t fi x the 
bed right?

Matt swallowed hard. “It’s 
 OK,” he said. “I don’t mind.”

Grandma smiled 
knowingly. “Really?” she 
said. “I’d certainly mind it if 
someone took my room away 
from me.”

Matt grinned. “O K , I 
minded a little,” he admitted. 
“But now it’s  all right. Good,  
actually.”

Grandma pushed her 
empty bowl aside. “I think 
I’m going to like getting to 
know you, Matthew,” she said.

“Me, too,” said Matt. And 
he meant it.

A week later, strangers no 
more, Matt and Grandma 
watched the football game 
together.

“He couldn’t catch a cold,” 
Grandma mumbled under 
her breath, as the tight end let 
one slip through his fi ngers.

Matt laughed. He couldn’t 
remember ever feeling much 
happier.

1 What makes it hard for 
Matt to get to know his 
grandma?

2 What do Grandma and 
Matt have in common?

3 What family members 
do you not know well? 
How could you get to 
know them better?

4 How do families who 
live far from one another 
stay close?

THINKTHINK
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27th Sunday in Ordinary Time            Mark 10:2–16

SUNDAYSUNDAY GOSPELGOSPEL

Jesus’ Ideal Is Lasting Love
Narrator: Some Pharisees came 
to Jesus and tried to trap him.

Pharisee 1: Tell us, does our law 
allow a man to divorce his wife?

Jesus  1: What law did Moses give 
you?

Pharisee 2: Moses gave 
permission for a man to write a 
divorce notice and send his wife 
away.

Jesus  2: Moses wrote this law for 
you because you are so stubborn. 
In the beginning, God made 
humans male and female. For this 
reason, a man leaves his father 
and mother and unites with a 
woman, and the two become 
one. They are no longer two  
but one fl esh. No human being 
should separate what God has 
joined together.

Love Is Hard Work
 Human beings are made to 
belong to groups such as 
families, communities, and circles 
of friends. We are not made to be 
alone. In Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus 
tells us  that God created men 
and women to love one another 
and  to form families  (CCC, 383).

But love is hard work. Each of 
us is different and unique. Each 
of us is partly selfish and partly 
giving. Each of us has to work 

every day at giving rather than 
taking, at forgiving rather than 
blaming.

We really have to work 
hardest at loving the people we 
care about most, our families 
and our best friends. As hard as 
getting along can be, we have 
the promise of Jesus’ own love to 
 inspire and help us. 

   Connecting GOSPEL
    and DOCTRINE
   Connecting   Connecting

1What can be hard 
about loving people , 

even those we care about 
most?

2Turn to the person sitting 
next to you, and take turns 
sharing a favorite family 
tradition. What do you like 
most about being part of 
your family? 

Narrator: Jesus and his 
disciples went into a house, 
where they asked Jesus about 
what he had said.

 Jesus 1: The man who divorces 
his wife and marries another 
woman commits adultery 
against his wife. The woman who 
divorces her husband and marries 
another man commits adultery.

Narrator: Some people brought 
children to Jesus so he could 
place his hands on them, but 
the disciples scolded the people. 
When Jesus noticed this, he was 
angry.

Jesus  2: Let the children come 
to me. Do not stop them. The 
Kingdom of God belongs to 
such as these. I assure you that 
whoever does not receive the 

Turn to page 26 in What the Church Believes and 
Teaches to learn about what happens in the Sacrament 
of Matrimony. Do you know who administers this 
sacrament? (Hint: It’s not the priest or deacon.)

1 What is Jesus’ law about 
divorce?  How does he change 
Moses’ law?

2 How do married couples 
follow Jesus?

3 What shows  that Jesus 
thinks children are important?

4 How does Matt’s family 
show love to his grandma? 

THINKTHINK
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Kingdom of God like a child will 
never enter it.

Narrator: Jesus took the children 
in his arms, placed his hands on 
each of them, and blessed them.

4  •  Venture  Lesson 3
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Weddings  often 
take months 

to plan. The bride 
and groom  reserve a 
place for a reception, 
order food and a 
wedding cake, shop for 
wedding clothes, order fl owers, 
and hire a photographer. 
Their parents  shop for 
 clothes , and so do younger 
brothers and sisters, especially 
if they are in the wedding. A 
 wedding is a family event.

Share your experiences of 
going to weddings with your 
family or being part of a 
wedding for a brother, sister, 
cousin, or family friend. 

Matrimony, or marriage,  
is a sacrament. Through 

the love a man and woman 
have for each other, they 
show forth God’s love for 
each of them. Their love for 
each other will also reveal 
God’s love to their children. 
The relationship of a man 
and woman is holy.

Jesus teaches people how 
to follow him when he talks 
about marriage and divorce 
in Sunday’s Gospel. Living 
out their marriage vows and 

raising families are 
the most common 
ways Christians follow 

Jesus. 
Jesus quotes the Old 

Testament, which says that , 
from the beginning , God 
made human beings male and 
female . They leave their own 
parents , and  the two become 
as one.

 Read the story Jesus is 
talking about in Genesis 
2:18–24 . This is Sunday’s First 
Reading. 

Exchanging vows is the 
sign of the Sacrament 

of Matrimony. Couples can 
make their promises to love 
one another in their own 
words or they can repeat 
the vow from The Order of 
Celebrating Matrimony (62): 

The groom says,
“I, _______ take you, ______, 
to be my wife.
I promise to be faithful to you,
in good times and in bad,
in sickness and in health,
to love you and to honor you
all the days of my life.”

Marriage Reveals God’s Love

The bride says:
“I, ______, take you, _______, 
to be my husband.
I promise to be faithful to you,
in good times and in bad,
in sickness and in health,
to love you and to honor you
all the days of my life.”

The couple 
also exchange 
blessed rings as 
signs of their 
love and � delity.

Marriage is also 
a sacrament of service. To 
serve is to give of ourselves to 
others. Their marriage vows 
commit a man and woman to 
love and care for each another 
and for their children.

What are some actions that 
show how  parents love each 
other and their children?

Our Catholic
      FAI   HFAI   H 

FIDELITY Being faithful  and 
loyal to someone or something. A 
married couple pledges fi delity to 
each other.

FAITH WORD
Catholic

Lesson 3  Venture •  5
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Write in the 
church shape  
the names of  
people of any 
age whom you 

look forward to 
seeing at your 

parish.

Sunday’s First Reading, Genesis 2:18–24, 
tells us that men and women are made to be 
together as one. Marriage is one way human 
beings join together. In marriage, men and 
women form families and have children.

Human beings join together in many 
other ways besides marriage. People who join 
religious orders of sisters, brothers, or priests 

With Whom Do       I Join Together?Living theLiving the  
GOSPELGOSPEL  

form communities. Single people form 
circles of friends. People who belong to 
families and communities form wider 
circles of friends. We human beings are 
made to belong together. Friendship and 
love tie people together.

Complete your own web of 
connections on these pages. 

6  •  Venture  Lesson 3
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Write in the hearts the names 
of friends, classmates, 

relatives, and neighbors you 
see often; those you miss 
when they are gone; and 

those with whom you must 
work hard to get along.

Write in 
the house shapes 

other people who know 
you by name, like you, and 
help you in some special 

way—people such as your 
bus driver, coach, doctor, 

neighbors, and older kids in 
your neighborhood.

Write inside this oval 
the names of the people who 

are in your family circle.

With Whom Do       I Join Together?

Grant us, almighty God, that we may be refreshed 
and nourished by the Sacrament which we have 
received, so as to be transformed into what we 
consume.                             –Roman Missal (27th Sunday 

in Ordinary Time, Prayer after Communion)

Lo
rd 

Jes
us,

 you are truly present. Am
en!

Lesson 3  Venture  •  7
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London, 1529
King Henry VIII 
greatly admired 
and respected 
a smart lawyer 
named Thomas 
More.

Their 
friendship 
faded when 
Henry VIII 
wanted to 
divorce his 
wife and 
marry Anne 
Boleyn. 

So Henry VIII started the Church of England.

Thomas More was beheaded 
on July 6, 1535.

Thomas, I want you 
to be my chancellor.

Acknowledge me as 
head of the  Church! Sign here—

or off  with your head! 

No. It’s wrong to make special 
laws just for ourselves. 

You can’t. Marriage is 
sacred. Besides, the pope 

won’t let you.   

I wish I could 
trust this king.

Then I’ll become head of the 
 Church here in England. 

    D
ear M

eg, 

  Do not let your 

mind be tro
ubled. 

Nothing can 

come  but what 

God wills  . . .

Father, this can’t 
be happening!

His daughter Margaret came to the public 
trial where her father was found guilty 
and condemned to death.

Watch out, 
darling!

I die the  King’s  good 
servant,  and God’s fi rst. 

The king had 
Thomas More’s 
head set up 
on a pole on 
London Bridge 
to show what 
would happen 
to traitors. Canonized in 1935, Saint Thomas 

More is the patron saint of 
lawyers. His feast day is June 22. 

My father’s head will 
be buried with me. 

Pray
Lord, help me to 
approach you with a 
pure heart.  Amen.

Think
How can you accept 
the Kingdom of 
God like the young 
children in Sunday’s 
Gospel?

Act
Look at family 
photographs and share 
your stories—how 
your  parents met, the 
day you were born, 
or another important 
moment in your family.

With My Family 
and Friends

 SaintsSaints Saint Thomas More
Patron of Lawyers  and Politicians ● Author ● Scholar

The king locked Thomas in the Tower 
of London for more than a year.
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   Scan here for 
parent resources 

or go to gospelweeklies.com/family

➥
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26

Praise and Celebrate

12. What Happens in the Sacrament    
 of Matrimony?
In the Sacrament of Matrimony, a 
man and a woman join together in a 
marriage covenant, or agreement. 
They agree to share life and love in a 
unique and special way for the rest of 
their lives. God founded the marriage 
union for the good of the couple and 
the couple’s children. 

The marriage covenant existed 
before Christ’s time, but he made it a 
sacrament. Matrimony gives a baptized 
couple the grace to love each other 
the way Christ loves his Church. In 
this way, their blessed union becomes 
a good symbol for the union of Christ 
and the Church. 

Two Catholics ordinarily receive this 
sacrament during Mass. The spouses 
administer the sacrament to each 
other when they make their wedding 
vows. The priest or deacon receives 
the couple’s vows in the name of the 
Church and offers them the Church’s 
blessing. Official witnesses attend 
the wedding to verify that the vows 
have been made. All friends and family 
members who attend help the couple 

keep their vows through 
their support and their 
prayers. 

The purposes of 
Matrimony are to perfect 
the spouses’ love for each 
other, to strengthen their 
unity, to make them holy, 
and to prepare them for 
eternal life. 

The Christian home 
that the couple shares is 
the first place where their 
children learn about the 
faith. In fact, the parents 

and children together form what is 
called a domestic church. Just like a 
parish family, the Christian family is 
called to be a community of prayer and 
mutual service.

Photo credit: CIRIC
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Whom Do 
You Follow?

October 10, 2021
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time

In Sunday’s Gospel, a rich 
man asks Jesus what he 
must do to live in Heaven. 
Jesus tells the man what 
he must do to follow him. 

Whose lead do you follow? 

___________________________

Who influences you? 

___________________________
 

Whom do you want  
to be like? 

___________________________

Lia lives three houses down 
from mine. We don’t ride the 
bus because we live so close 
to our school. I can see the 
playground and fields from 
my house. I pick up Lia every 
day. She sits on her step and 
watches for me. When she 
sees me, she pops up, waves, 
and yells, “Hey, Grace,” and 
runs down her driveway. Lia 
gives me a long hug, and we 
head to school. 

“Hey, Lee-lee. How are 
you?”

“Good, Gracie. How 
are you?”

“Better now that 
I see you,” I say. Lia 
giggles. We have the 
same conversation 
every day. 

We usually get to school 
fifteen minutes early. Sixth-
graders at our school volunteer 
for bus patrol. At school, I 
grab two crossing flags and two 
orange vests from the patrol 
closet. I help Lia pull her vest 
over her rain jacket and close 
the snaps for her. I hand Lia a 
flag, and we walk to our post 
by the crosswalk. 

Lia is my always my patrol 
partner. Her mom said it 
was OK for Lia to do patrol 
as long as she always has me 
as her buddy to stand with. 
Lia doesn’t walk to school 
by herself because her mom 
worries that she will get lost 
or distracted on her way. 

“It’s so cold today,” I 
complain as we stand in 
crosswalk.

“Not too cold for us, 
though,” Lia says, smiling.

Whom or what do 
you follow? 
■ A sports team 
■ A special saint 
■ Someone on social media 
■ Close friends

■ _____________________ 

P F L A U M  G O S P E L  W E E K L I E S  F a i t h  F o r m a t i o n  P r o g r a m

The Legacy Lunch
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Lia and I have been in the 
same class every year since 
kindergarten. After patrol, 
we get to class during 
Mrs. Anderson’s morning 
announcements.

“Please hold your questions 
to the end,” Mrs. Anderson 
says. “As you know, sixth-
graders get to be part of the 
Legacy Lunch. You each will 
choose a famous person whom 
you most admire. Write your 
top fi ve people  on these cards, 
and I will make sure that there 
are no repeats. We will keep 
our people a secret until our 
presentation day.”

Everyone wiggles and twists 
in their seats. Mrs. Anderson 
passes out notecards. 

“The day of the Legacy 
Lunch is a special event,” she 
says. “The parents serve a fun 
meal  and fancy glasses with 
bubbly drinks and a chocolate 
fountain.  

“Then each of you will 
 give a three-minute speech 
as your person. You will  talk 
about your most important 
accomplishments. You may 
choose to dress up as your 

person or carry a prop that 
relates to them. ”

“Can we pick saints or 
religious people?” Maria asks.

“Those both could be good 
ideas,” Mrs. Anderson says. 
“ Select someone whom most 
of your classmates know or 
 could research and fi nd out 
more about them.”

“So not my mom or dad?” 
Dillon asks.

“You admire your parents 
 and other family members a 
lot, but you did that project 
last year with the Beacon of 
Light letters.”

“Well, I don’t know who to 
pick,” Julianna says. 

“You like to dance,” Amelia 
says. “You could be Misty 
Copeland, the ballerina.” 

Mrs. Anderson says, “That’s 
a good tip.   You could pick 
someone who has excelled 
in something you enjoy or 
admire. But they don’t have 
to be the best or the fastest 
or the richest, or any other 
superlative you can think of.

“It’s called a Legacy Lunch 
because we want to tell 
everyone about the legacy of 
a special person. A legacy is 
the special qualities a person 
passes on to those who come 
after them.”

Lia talks   nonstop about who 
she wanted to be from the 
school  to her driveway.

“I want to be a superhero 
for my person,” she says. 

“Maybe you could 
choose the actor who plays 

a superhero, so it’s a real 
person,” I say.  

Lia is quiet. “I have 
another idea,” she says. “But 
it’s a secret.”

“OK,” I say. “I will see you 
tomorrow.” 

At home, I think about my 
choices. I’m a swimmer, so 
there’s Katie Ledecky. She’s 
a good role model , and most 
people know who she is. 

I ask my dad. 
“I would start with qualities 

you admire,” he says. 
“I like people who are 

positive, loyal, and kind,” I 
say. “And funny and smart 
and . . .”

Dad says , “You may also 
want to think about people 
who aren’t perfect.”

“Maria talked about saints.”
“That’s not a bad idea,” 

Dad says. “ I also like the 
thought of someone who fails 
and then picks themselves 
back up.”

I look on the internet for ideas 
and write my list:

1. Gertrude Ederle
2. Katie Ledecky
3. Saint Teresa of Kolkata
4. Beverly Cleary
5. Stephanie Kwolek

Mrs. Anderson collects our 
notecards fi rst thing the next 
day. She looks at everyone’s 
lists and then calls us to her 
desk one by one.

2  •  Venture  Lesson 4
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“This is a very interesting 
list, Grace.  Your fi rst choice  is 
all yours.”

“Awesome!” I say. 
“That’s who I really 
want.”

“Perfect,” she 
says. “I will wait 
to fi nd out who 
she is. But who is 
Stephanie Kwolek?”

“She’s a scientist 
who invented Kevlar, the 
material that protects police 
offi cers and military people. 
She once said, ‘I don’t think 
there’s anything like saving 
someone’s life to bring you 
satisfaction and happiness.’”

I work on my speech every 
night. When Friday  comes, I 
am ready and excited for the 
Legacy Lunch. I stop   at Lia’s 
house. I  can’t believe what she 
 is wearing.

“Hey, Gracie,” Lia pops and 
up and waves. She runs down 
the driveway and a cape fl ies 
out behind her. She’s wearing 
her Wonder Woman costume! 
She has been Wonder Woman 
for Halloween for the last 
three years. I shake my head 
and laugh. 

“Wow, Lee-Lee. You look 
awesome!” Her face lights up. 

“It’s a surprise,” Lia says.
“I think people might guess 

who you are,” I say, laughing.
“I don’t think so,” she says 

with a sly smile.  

I look pretty boring compared 
to Lia. I’m Gertrude Ederle, 
the fi rst woman to swim the 

English Channel in 1926. 
I’m a long-distance swimmer, 

too. Gertrude 
won Olympic gold 
medals, so I made 
my own medal for 
a prop and wore 
clothes from the 
1920s . 

Our classroom 
looks like a fancy 
restaurant. There are 

place settings at each spot and 
name cards with our  person’s 
name printed on them. 

I am nervous when it’s my 
turn, but I get up and do a 
good job  with my speech.
I share Gertrude’s quotes: 
“God has been good to me ,” 
and “I am not a person who 
reaches for the moon when I 
have the stars.” I tell the class 
that Gertrude was a world-
record holder. She also had 
poor hearing because she had 
measles when she was little; 
she taught swimming lessons 
to kids who were deaf. 

Everyone claps , and I sit 
down. Lia gives me a hug. 

“You’re next, Lia,”  says 
Mrs. Anderson . Lia swallows 
hard and walks up to the 
microphone. I can hear kids 
whispering about her tiara, 
which is a little crooked.

She takes a deep breath and 
says  it all at once: “You think 
that I picked Wonder Woman, 
but I did not. I picked 
someone you all know. She is 
funny and nice and brave and 
kind and strong. She is like 

1 How is Grace a good 
friend to Lia? How is Lia a 
good friend to Grace?

2 Grace’s dad advises 
her to think about the 
qualities she most admires 
in people. What qualities 
would you list?

3 What is your legacy? 
What  might other people 
list as your best qualities?

4 Why did Lia select  
Grace as her legacy 
person? Who would you 
choose?

THINKTHINK
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Wonder Woman, but she’s 
not  her. She is my friend 
Gracie.”

Everyone claps and 
turns to look at me. I can’t 
help it ; I start to cry. I am 
embarrassed. Lia comes and 
gives me a hug. 

“You thought I picked 
Wonder Woman! Gracie, you 
are my best person.”
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28th Sunday in Ordinary Time           Mark 10:17–30

SUNDAYSUNDAY GOSPELGOSPEL

A Rich Man Walks Away  from Jesus
Narrator:  Jesus was starting on 
 a journey . A man ran up, knelt 
 down before him, and asked him 
a question.

Man: Good  teacher, what must I 
do to receive eternal life?

Jesus: Why do you call me good? 
No one is good except God alone. 
You know the  commandments: 
do not commit murder; do not 
commit adultery; do not steal; do 
not accuse anyone falsely; do not 
cheat; respect your father and 
mother.

Man: Teacher,  I have obeyed all 
these commandments  since I was 
young. 

Narrator: Jesus looked  at the 
man with love.

In Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus says a 
camel can get through the eye of 
a needle easier than a rich person 
can get into the Kingdom of God.  

 The people Jesus was speaking 
to would have known that the eye 
of the needle was a narrow gate 
in the walls of an ancient city. A 
camel loaded  with trade goods 
sometimes could not fit through 
this gate. Jesus pictures rich 
people loaded with belongings 
not being able to enter the gates 
of God’s kingdom.

In Jesus’ time,  almost all of the 
people were poor. Jesus invited 
the rich man to notice their needs. 
Jesus invites us to share our 
riches, to notice the needs of  the  
people around us, and to reach 
out to them . In this way, we not 
only keep God’s commandments; 
we also show that we love our 
neighbors as we love ourselves. 
This is the greatest thing we   
can do as followers of Jesus  
(CCC, 2052–2053). 

   Connecting GOSPEL
    and DOCTRINE
   Connecting   Connecting

Jesus Calls Us to Help the Poor

1What  might keep 
people from sharing 
what they have?

2 Find out how your parish 
helps people who are poor 
in your community. List the 
organizations your parish 
supports. (Your Venture
class could plan now to 
do a  fundraiser or drive for 
one of these organizations 
during Advent.)

Jesus: You need only one thing. 
Go and sell all you have, give the 
money to the poor,  and you will 
have treasure in Heaven; then 
come and follow me.

Narrator:  Gloom spread over  the 
man’s face, and he went away sad, 
because he was very rich. Jesus 
looked around at his disciples.

Jesus: How hard it will be for rich 
people to enter the Kingdom of 
God!

Narrator: Jesus’ followers were 
shocked at these words, but Jesus 
kept talking.

Jesus: My children, how hard it is 
to enter the Kingdom of God! It is 
 easier for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle  than a rich person 
to  enter the Kingdom of God.

Narrator: This  astonished the 
disciples.

Disciples:  Then who can be 
saved?

Jesus: This is impossible for 
human beings , but not for God . 
All things are possible for God.

Peter:  We have given up  
everything and followed you.

Jesus: Anyone who leaves 
home or brothers or sisters or 
mother or father or children or 
fi elds for me and for the Gospel 
will receive a hundred times 
more houses, brothers, sisters, 
mothers, children, and fi elds—
and persecutions as well. And in 
the age to come , that person will 
receive eternal life.
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Jesus was a Jew. Like all 
other Jews, he kept the 

Sabbath day holy. Sabbath 
begins Friday evening and 
ends Saturday evening. 

Jewish people keep Sabbath 
(Saturday) holy because in 
one story of Creation, God 
works for six days making the 
world and rests on the seventh 
day. God sets an example for 
us by taking a day of rest to 
see that all Creation is good 
(Genesis 2:2–3).

Jewish people also keep the 
Sabbath holy to remember 
that God freed their ancestors 
from slavery in Egypt.  They  
take time to praise God for all 
he has done. 

Sunday is the day God 
raised Jesus from the dead. 
Every Sunday, Christians 
gather to praise God 
for raising Jesus to new 
life. We obey the Third 
Commandment by keeping 
one day of the week holy. But 
what does it mean to keep 
Sunday “holy”?  First and most 
importantly, Catholics attend 
Mass. They  also keep Sunday 
holy by taking a break from 
doing any unnecessary work. 
During this time, they can 
relax, rest,  or visit family . 

Jesus was put to death on 
Friday and buried before 
evening came and Sabbath 
began. Several women went to 
his tomb on the morning after 
Sabbath (Sunday morning) 

 How Do Catholics
Keep Sunday Holy?

Our Catholic
      FAI   HFAI   H 

1 What is the rich man 
searching for? Why does he 
walk away sad?

2 Why might rich people 
have a hard time being 
Jesus’ disciples?

3 Who  do you know who 
has followed Jesus by giving 
up possessions and family? 
Do you think you could?

THINKTHINK

DISCIPLE   Someone who 
responds to Jesus’ call to follow and 
who helps spread Jesus’ message 
through loving service of others.

FAITH WORD
Catholic

 This Sunday’s Gospel tells 
us that we need to watch 
out for people who are 
poor.  Turn to page 32 in 
What the Church Believes 

and Teaches to fi nd examples of how 
we can work for the common good.  
of all people. Then turn to page 51, 
and read about the call to family, 
community, and participation. What 
does this theme of Catholic social 
teaching promise to every person?  
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and found his tomb empty. 
Christians now keep Sunday 
holy to honor the new 
Creation that began when 
Jesus was raised from the dead.  

Today, the Church offi cially 
observes Sunday starting 
at  4:00 p.m. on Saturday. 
Christians gather on Saturday 
evening or Sunday to 
remember Jesus and share his 
Body and Blood. We call these 
actions the Liturgy of the 
Word and the Liturgy of the 
Eucharist. We gather to keep 
Jesus’ day holy and to draw 
energy and strength from 
each other to live as Jesus did. 
Sunday is the most important 
day in the Church week.

The Third Commandment 
can be hard to keep. 
Families are busy. Parents 
may need to work on 
weekends, run errands, 
or do household chores. 
Children have activities and 
homework. 

Work with a partner to 
brainstorm ways  families 
can honor  God by attending 
Mass and taking time to 
rest on the Sabbath. Then 
answer these questions:

What activities does your 
family do on Sunday that 
you don’t do on other days 
of the week?

Why is it important to keep 
Sunday holy?

Lesson 4  Venture •  5
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Part of being one of Jesus’ disciples means that we use what 
we have to live as he teaches. Play this game to match your 
resources with the challenges pictured in the game.

Setting Up the Game

1. Play with a partner, 
using one player’s game 
board and a die.

2. Choose a coin or a 
playing piece for you and 
your partner to share.

3. Cut out one set of cards 
from the bottom of these 
pages. Place them faceup 
in a row beside the game 
board. 

4. Discuss talents or 
strengths you and your 
partner possess, and write 
one of these on the Good 
Quality card.

How to Play

1. Each player chooses 
two cards. The Free card 
solves any Challenge (the 
pictures and drawings).

2. Take turns rolling the 
die, but both move the 
same piece.

3. If you land on a Star, 
pick another card from 
the supply or from those 
already played on a 
Challenge.

4. If you land on a 
Challenge, solve it by 
using a card you or your 
partner has. The card 
has to help the situation. 
Place it on the Challenge, 
where it will stay unless 
your partner lands on a 
Star and picks it up.

5. If you and your partner 
do not have a card for 
the Challenge, move the 
playing piece back to the 
previous Challenge. If 
a card is already there, 
stay. If not, use one you 
have that fits. If you 
have nothing that works, 
move down to the next 
Challenge. You may have 
to move all the way back 
to START and begin the 
game again.

6. The game is over 
when your playing 
piece joins Jesus’ 
followers. You don’t 
have to roll the exact 
number to finish.

Jesus’ Followers       Help One AnotherLiving theLiving the  
GOSPELGOSPEL  

START
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Based on Granny’s House, a game by Jim Deacove, Family Pastimes, RR4, Perth, Ontario, Canada K7H 3C6
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We are running 
away to become martyrs. 

We’ll go straight to 
Heaven.

Teresa says 
that we’ll get our 

           heads cut off .

   Both of you 
get home! Your mother 

is worried sick.

As a teenager, Teresa 
 liked to read and write. 

Avila, Spain, 1522
Teresa  de Cepeda 
y Ahumada was a 
very bright, lively 
girl. By age  seven, 
she had decided to 
become a saint. 

Teresa got 
sick and read 
about the 
saints again. 

You have 
been sick in bed 

so long.

At  age  twenty, Teresa became 
a Carmelite nun. She was often 
sick, once for three years.

But Teresa 
got well and 
began to 
teach others 
to pray.

Enough socializing,  
my sisters! We have 

promised to live in poverty 
and prayer. 

In 1566, the 
Carmelite 
General came 
from Rome. 

Your holy community 
is a model for all Carmelites, 

Teresa. You must start 
new ones. 

What a storm! 
Pray, Sister! 

Dear God, if this is how you 
treat your friends, no wonder you 

have so few of them!  
Teresa is one of four women named a Doctor of 
the Church. Her feast day is October 15. 

Let nothing 

 disturb you,

  nothing 

   frighten you;

    all things are      

     passing;

We still have 
Teresa’s writings 

about her 
mystical 

visions and 
prayers.

 SaintsSaints Saint Teresa of Avila
Teacher and Writer ● Patron of people with illnesses

Thank you. Here’s one 
I wrote myself.

I will start monasteries 
for men  too. 

Teresa founded communities all over Spain . 
She  insisted on fine teachers for the nuns 
and friars. She prayed constantly.

God never changes; 

Patient endurance 

accomplishes 

everything.  The one 

who has God needs 

nothing else; God 

alone is enough. 

She’s seeing visions. Tell 
them to dig her grave. 

What a beautiful 
gown, Teresa! I brought you 

the latest love story. 

In my mind, I pray 
and talk to God. 

Pray
Help me, Jesus, to 
follow you no matter 
what I must leave 
behind.  Amen. 

Think
What things do 
you hold  on to that 
might keep you from 
following Jesus?

Act
Go through the 
things you own and 
choose some to 
give away.  Get into 
the habit of giving 
away something old 
each time you get 
something new.

With My Family 
and Friends

   Scan here for 
parent resources 

or go to gospelweeklies.com/family

➥

 The Eucharist is the 
secret of my day. It gives 
strength and meaning to 

all my activities of service to the 
Church and to the whole world.

– Saint John Paul II

Lo
rd

Jes
us,

you are truly present. Am
en!
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that attack. Harming another person, 
that person’s reputation, loved ones, 
or property to get revenge would be 
committing a mortal sin. 

5.  Why Is Working for the Common 
Good Important?

Our Catholic faith calls us to work 
for the common good. That means 
we are to form a society that helps all 
persons become all that they can be. 
Human beings reach their full potential 
when they can use their talents and 
when they have friends and family to 
love. Stopping anyone from developing 
his or her talents is a sin against that 
person and against the common good. 
So is stopping anyone from forming 
and keeping good, loving relationships.

Our Catholic faith calls us to 
respect persons of all races, religions, 
and nations. All human beings deserve 
respect because every single person is 
made in the image and likeness of God. 
We know it is wrong to hate or exclude 
anyone just because that person is 
different from us. We know it is right to 
support laws that improve the lives of 
all people and not just some people.

6.  How Are God’s Law and God’s 
Grace Connected?

God’s Law has been revealed to 
humanity in stages. The Old Law given to 
the ancient Jews came first. It repeated 
a moral code already written on people’s 

hearts, but many had failed to look into 
their hearts to find it. Summed up in 
the Ten Commandments, the Old Law 
prepared the way for the New Law given 
through Jesus. 

The New Law is expressed in Jesus’ 
Sermon on the Mount. God gave 
people special help for keeping it—the 
sacraments. Those who believe in 
Christ receive the sacraments. Those 
who receive the sacraments receive 
the grace of the Holy Spirit. Those who 
receive the grace of the Holy Spirit 
receive strength for keeping Christ’s 
commandments. In fact, they receive 
new hearts. With hearts renewed and 
reformed, believers are able to live new 
lives of love, grace, and freedom.

Grace is what helps us respond to 
our call to be adopted children of God. 
Grace is a share in the perfect love 
that the Persons of the Trinity have 
for each other—Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. Grace makes people sharers in 
divine life. 

7.  The Ten Commandments Are for 
Everyone.

The Ten Commandments were not 
new or unique when first given to 
the Jews through Moses. God had 
already written the moral law on 
all people’s hearts. Because this is 
true, the commandments apply to all 
humankind, always and everywhere. 

But what do those commandments 
say, and what do they mean? 

Follow Jesus
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Seven Themes of Catholic 
Social Teaching
Society ensures social justice when 
it provides the conditions that allow 
associations or individuals to obtain 
what is their due, according to their 
nature and their vocation. Social 
justice is linked to the common 
good and the exercise of authority 
(CCC, 1928).

Life and Dignity of the Human 
Person
All human life is sacred. Those 
actions are good which protect the 
dignity of the human person. 

Call to Family, Community, and 
Participation
All persons have the right to belong 
to society—and the duty to seek the 
common good.

Rights and Responsibilities
Every person has a right to life and to 
everything that is necessary for life. 
Every person has the duty to defend 
others’ rights to these things. 

Option for the Poor and Needy
The story of the Last Judgment 
(Matthew 25:31-46) tells us to put the 
concerns of the poor and needy ahead 
of everyone else’s concerns.

The Dignity of Work and the Rights 
of Workers
Everyone has a right to a good job that 
pays fair wages. Everyone has the right 
to own property and to invest money. 
Workers have the right to form unions 
and to organize activities that protect 
their rights. 

Solidarity
We are one human family. All human 
beings deserve respect, and it makes 
no difference what country they come 
from, what color they are, how rich 
or poor they are, and what ideas they 
believe in. 

Care for God’s Creation
We show respect for God by caring for 
God’s Creation. Our faith in God calls 
us to be good stewards of the earth 
God gave us.

Photo credit: CIRIC

Treasures of the Catholic Faith
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